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That debt remains to be paid, which is why
African Americans have always peacefully pe-
titioned the government for the redress of its
grievances.

Madam Speaker, Juneteenth celebrates Af-
rican American freedom while encouraging
self-development and respect for all cultures.

But it must always remain a reminder to us
all that liberty and freedom are precious birth-
rights of all Americans, which must be jeal-
ously guarded and preserved for future gen-
erations.

In 1852, Frederick Douglass famously
asked: “What to the slave is the 4th of July?”

In 2021, we can reply that it is the beginning
of the American Promise that would be fulfilled
and made real for all Americans, including the
descendants of slaves, on June 19, 1865,
‘Juneteenth Day.’

The Bible teaches that “To every thing there
is a season,” and to every generation there
comes a day of reckoning for the original sin
of American slavery.

That is why | have introduced H.R. 40,
which establishes a national commission to
examine slavery and discrimination in the
colonies and the United States from 1619 to
the present and recommend appropriate rem-
edies.

Among other requirements, the commission
shall identify (1) the role of federal and state
governments in supporting the institution of
slavery; (2) forms of discrimination in the pub-
lic and private sectors against freed slaves
and their descendants; and (3) lingering nega-
tive effects of slavery on living African-Ameri-
cans and society.

“Official slavery ended with the Civil War
and ratification of the Thirteenth Amendment.
But unofficial slavery was continued with the
new institution of share-crop farming, a crimi-
nal justice system that would press convicts
into work once done by slaves, and labor poli-
cies that dictated income for work done based
upon skin color.

And, of course, all of this was reinforced by
the systematic disenfranchisement of black
Americans, the “discrete and insular minority”
excluded from “those political processes ordi-
narily to be relied upon to protect” them, to
quote Chief Justice Hughes’ famous Footnote
4 in United States v. Carolene Products, 304
U.S. 144 (1938).

The history of the United States is inter-
twined with the history of enslaved Africans in
the Americas.

There is blood and there are tears, but there
is also redemption and reconciliation.

But to get there, we must have the complete
truth and lay our history bare.

It is the light that sheds the way to the more
perfect union all Americans want.

Thurgood Marshall would want us to pass
H.R. 40 and create the Commission it empow-
ers as a necessary first step in that effort to
get to truth and reconciliation about the ‘Origi-
nal Sin of American Slavery’ that is necessary
to light the way to the beloved community we
all seek.

Madam Speaker, | also support H.R. 3005
because it puts Congress squarely on record
behind the principle that no individual who
served voluntarily at any time as a member of
the Armed Forces of the Confederate States
of America or of the military of a State while
the State was in open rebellion against the
United States, and no individual who served
as an official of the Government of the Con-
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federate States of America or as an official of
a State while the State was in open rebellion
against the United States, is deserving of a
place of honor in the Capitol of the United
States.

| urge all Members to join me in voting for
H.R. 3005, which replaces the bust of Chief
Justice Roger Brooke Taney, a symbol of the
dark days of the nation’s past, with a bust of
Thurgood Marshall, the personification of our
nation’s belief in a bright and shining future.

——————
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Mr. KIM of New Jersey. Madam Speaker, |
rise today to honor Walter Radcliffe’s 100th
birthday.

Mr. Radcliffe embodies the resilience, for-
titude, and can-do-spirit of the “Greatest Gen-
eration.” In a time of crisis, he courageously
volunteered to serve in the U.S. Navy during
World War I, despite having a civilian job ex-
emption. Mr. Radcliffe fought in the Pacific
Theatre aboard the U.S.S. Isherwood. We
owe him a debt of gratitude for his combat
record in the Battles of Leyte Gulf and serving
at Subic Bay, as well as for the valor he dem-
onstrated during the Invasion of Lingayen Gulf
and the Battle of Okinawa.

Mr. Radcliffe is beloved by his family, in-
cluding his wife Dorothy of more than 38
years, his children, and grandchildren, and by
his community where he’s still an active mem-
ber of VFW Post 10092. It is clear to everyone
who knows Mr. Radcliffe that he has made the
most of each of his one-hundred years.

I wish him the best on achieving this mile-
stone and hope he enjoys a wonderful cele-
bration.

———
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Mr. CASE. Madam Speaker, | rise today in
strong support of H.R. 2662, the IG Independ-
ence and Empowerment Act, of which | am a
€oSponsor.

The work of our Inspectors General through-
out government in providing an independent,
objective and professional review and assess-
ment of legal compliance and waste, fraud
and abuse is critical to the overall functioning
of government and to ensuring public trust and
confidence in government. Equally, efforts to
weaken, politicize, influence and cow our In-
spectors Generals are direct threats to smooth
government functioning, efficient and effective
use of taxpayer dollars and the public trust
and cannot be tolerated.

Chair MALONEY’s bill takes some of the best
recommendations from the Council of the In-
spectors General on Integrity and Efficiency to
ensure Inspectors General independence, in-
crease transparency and improve the effec-
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tiveness of one of our government's major
checks mechanisms. This much-needed bill
will improve the work of our Inspectors Gen-
eral community, which is even more critical
now as we expend literally trillions of dollars in
emergency COVID-19 relief.

| especially appreciate that this bill includes
elements of Congressman COOPER’s Inspec-
tors General Independence Act, which | also
cosponsored and which was endorsed by my
Blue Dog Coalition last Congress because of
its focus on issues related to fiscal responsi-
bility, good governance and national security.

| also appreciate the Committee’s support of
the amendment submitted by Congresswoman
BOURDEAUX, Chair of the Blue Dogs Task
Force on Fiscal Responsibility and Govern-
ment Reform, which ensures that Inspectors
General and their staffs receive sufficient train-
ing on the remedies available to them, specifi-
cally suspension or debarment, to fully ad-
dress identified private sector government
contracting waste, fraud or abuse.

This is a solid and much-needed improve-
ment for one of our federal government’s most
valuable communities, and | urge its passage.

HONORING THE CAREER OF DAVID
POMAVILLE

HON. JIM COSTA

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, June 30, 2021

Mr. COSTA. Madam Speaker, | rise today to
recognize my dear friend, David Pomaville, on
the occasion of his retirement from the posi-
tion of Director of Public Health for Fresno
County. David has been a staple across the
county and will be greatly missed.

David is a 1986 public health alumnus of
Fresno State. When David received his bach-
elor's degree in Health Science with an em-
phasis in Environmental Health 36 years ago,
he did not imagine where his profession would
take him. He ended up leading the way for our
county during these unprecedented times. He
led a team of 380 employees in seven divi-
sions including emergency medical services,
public health nursing, children’s services,
health and wellness, environmental health,
community health, and planning and commu-
nication.

Along with his committed career, David has
found time to give back to his community; es-
pecially to current Fresno State students.
Many have interned at the Department of Pub-
lic Health and go on to have distinguished ca-
reers in the field. Some of the current health
education interns have stayed on to work
throughout the COVID-19 pandemic. His work
has contributed to giving students an under-
standing of how to care for people and the
extra needed attention during the pandemic.

His ties to Fresno State have remained
strong. His wife, Dr. Fran Pomaville, is a pro-
fessor of speech language pathology at Fres-
no State. David and Fran have a strong influ-
ence on their son, Matt, who also graduated
from the University and is pursuing a Ph.D. in
the health sciences field.

David’s passion to help others in public
health is evident and | greatly appreciate his
endless hard work, our conversations per-
taining to the well-being of Fresno County,
and his selfless compassion that has helped
many.
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